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EDITORIAL 
 
Despite the slight change in the rules, we remain in lockdown. 
I hope all your gardens are resplendent and highly manicured 
for the month of June. Let us hope it is a flamer! Nevertheless, 
we must be grateful for the weather we have had so far. 

As a Magazine we find ourselves in new and exciting as 
well as challenging times. Joe and Joanna Helme have been 
involved in the Magazine for many years and have decided to 
step down from the Editorial Board. They wrote: “The strange 
times we are living through, have led us to think about our 
various commitments. We have now been editing the 
magazine for over 12 years and feel that it is time that we 
moved on”. As a PCC (Church Council) we are extremely 
grateful for the years of faithful service they have given to 
ensuring that the Magazine is put together and that many 
voices are heard. We thank them for this and hope they find 
new and exciting interest in the next phase of their community 
works. If you would like to become a member of the Editorial 
Team, please do get in touch with the Rev Phill Brown.  

Most of us are beginning to settle into this new mode of 
“Normal”, other are still struggling to acclimatise to the new 
“Normal”. Despite the Magazine number not being printed and 
delivered in the prescribed fashion, it is still important to us that 
we continue to communicate and connect with one another in 
any way we can. Numbers are be limited for a printed version, 
which is available in the Church porch or at Tillington Stores.  

This edition will be largely available online at 
https://burghillchurch.co.uk/. You will need to click on the 
‘Magazine’ tab at the top right corner of the page. So, if you 
can access it online please do so. Contributions should be 
sent in by the 20th of May for the June edition using the email 
address for the “Editorial Board”. 

 

https://burghillchurch.co.uk/
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Attracting Birds to your Garden 
 

    We are fortunate to have a wide range of wild birds in this area. 
Rather than admire them from a distance, or as passing visitors to 
the garden, here are some tips to invite them in: 
Trees: birds are, of course, creatures of the air so give them 
elevated perching and nesting sites. Without any trees of 20ft or so 
minimum, a garden will tend to get only passing bird traffic, rather 
than encouraging them to roost or make their home there. 
Climbing plants: tall climbing plants (for example up a building or 
over a tree) are another potential source of elevated cover and 
refuge for birds. Clematis montana, Virginia Creeper or large 
Honeysuckles (which also provide berries for food) can be a great 
draw. 
Food : Most young birds of many species feed on caterpillars. Thus, 
plants which habitually host caterpillars in spring (such as Willows or 
Hawthorn) are a good investment if you want to encourage birds to 
nest. 
     Different types of terrain in your garden offer different types of 
food for different birds: Robins, Starlings and Blackbirds like to hunt 
for grubs in lawns; fruit eating birds like Thrushes will feast on the 
berries of soft crab apples, Cotoneasters or wild cherries. 
Rockeries shelter tasty snails for Thrushes or ants for Woodpeckers. 
Seed eating birds e.g. Finches will be drawn to Sunflowers, Teasels 
or other plants with tall, upright seed heads. 
Boundary Hedges:  Especially if they are thorny, boundary hedges 
such as Holly, Hawthorn, Pyracantha or Berberis make fortified bolt 
holes and nest sites for smaller birds, as well as supplying berries for 
food. 
Other features:  Birds need to drink so provide a constant and 
accessible source of water – the word will soon get around! 
Although regularly replenished bird feeders alone may only attract 
passing trade, you can provide nest boxes (best mounted facing 
east) to encourage some of the smaller diners to stay around. 
       Please remember though that if you keep predators such as 
cats, it may be unfair to encourage birds and to expose young birds 
to premature death. Happy Gardening!  
 
Sue Watts-Cutler (for Burghill and Tillington Gardening Club) 
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If you need to isolate yourself, THE GOOD 
NEIGHBOUR SCHEME will try to help in 
any way we can. 

 
 

• Meals: We can deliver a hot meal to you from the Golf Club any weekday. 
• Transport to medical appointments 
• Fetching prescriptions 
• Grocery deliveries from Tillington Stores 

 
If you need help or would like more information, contact Joe Helm, tel: 760816, 
or email: jfhelme@gmail.com 

 
 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 
For the Cake 
2oz Margarine 2oz Caster Sugar 
1 Egg 2oz Self Raising Flour 
1 Tspn Strong Coffee or Coffee essence 
 
For the Icing 
3oz Icing Sugar 1 oz Butter 
1 Tbsp Water 1oz Granulated Sugar 
1 Tspn Strong Coffee or Coffee essence 
 
METHOD 
Grease and flour 6-inch sandwich tin. Cream together margarine 
and cater sugar; beat in beaten egg and coffee. Fold in sieved 
four. Bake for 20minsites in oven – Gas 4, Electric 350°F (176°C). 
 
Sift Icing sugar into bowl. Put butter, water & granulated sugar in 
pan and heat until melted. Bring to biol & pour, still bubbling, over 
icing sugar. Add coffee and beat well with wooden spoon. Leave 
until cold & then beat until light & fluffy. Cover cooled cake. 
 

Taken from the “Parish Recipe Book” 

mailto:jfhelme@gmail.com
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Sadly, there will be no Messy Church until the Autumn. 
  

We are so lucky to live where we do. When you are out for a walk 
or bike ride, just look around you at God’s wonderful world. 
Perhaps you could collect things to make a miniature garden. 
Please don’t dig anything up! You just need a dinner plate, some 

soil, stones or pebbles, twigs and leaves to make mini trees and bushes, and some 
flowers from your garden. Maybe you could make some mini beasts, or a pond out 
of a jar lid. When the flowers fade, you can look for new ones to replace them. 
 

We hope you are keeping safe and well. 
Watch the Magazine for updates about Messy Church 

 

  _ 
 

RAISING MONEY FOR THE NHS 

On the 3rd May just giving.com and classicsforcarers.com came 
up with the idea of a driveway motor show, where owners got out 
their classic cars and bikes, to give passers by a smile. This is 
because of not being able to drive them around as the weather 
gets better. The idea is to raise money for NHS workers through 
justgiving.com if anyone saw old cars on driveways and 
wondered why , this is the reason and if they enjoyed seeing 
these wonderful machines please donate (if you can afford to ) to 
justgiving.com The pictures are of my car and if anyone else 
joined in maybe they could send in their photos to.  
 

Kind regards, Martin Doughty, Portway  
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PARISH PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
We have many miles of footpaths and bridleways within our Parish which 
during the lockdown period have been used probably more than ever 
before.  The crisis offers an excellent reason to explore our local paths in 
relative isolation thus adhering to the correct guidelines at the same time 
getting much needed fresh air and exercise. The Parish Council is keenly 
aware of the condition of the parish footpath network and these are 
inspected frequently, aided considerably by our Parish Footpaths Officer, 
John Parnaby.  

At this time of year everything is growing rapidly, and our paths can 
quickly become overgrown by brambles etc if not kept an eye on. If you 
are able to help with this task it would make a big difference, especially at 
the present time. All it needs is to carry a pair of secateurs with you to cut 
back any offending foliage or if you carry a walking stick just whack it, 
either method will have the desired effect. Also, at this time of year please 
bear in mind that farm livestock will have lambs and calves so please 
keep your dogs on a lead. Every year we hear reports of terrible incidents 
involving dogs and the excuse is always that “he doesn’t usually bother 
with sheep” – please don’t become another statistic. Another related 
problem is dog fouling, even if you are on a path in the middle of a field 
you still need to pick up your dog mess. Farm animals in the Parish have 
only last year been rejected for food production because of dog faeces 
contamination which is a big issue for our farmers. As to those of you who 
pick up your dog mess and then hang the bag in the hedge or on a tree – 
what is the matter with you!! 

The responsibility for the repair and maintenance of public rights of 
way rests with Herefordshire Council as the relevant Highway Authority.  
The repair work is carried out by Balfour Beatty.  It is important that we 
report faults on the rights of way so that they can be recorded and listed 
for repairs.  Readers are encouraged to use the link on the Herefordshire 
Council's website.  It's easy to use and it provides a map to help with the 
location of faults.  Here is a link to the website: 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/190/report_problems

_on_the_road 
When you call up the site you will see a list on the left side of the page.  
Click on the line which reads:  Public right of way problem and follow 
the guidance.                                                                          Bernie Green 

 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/190/report_problems_on_the_road
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/190/report_problems_on_the_road
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RINGERS NEWS 
 

“Ringing the Changes…” 
 

I have now been a Campanologist for 18 years and it has become such a big part of 
my life. We started, my best friend and I, as we needed an activity for our Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. She saw an advertisement in the Pyonear, “Bellringers Wanted”; 
it was either this, or Badminton but as Bell ringing was on a Friday evening, it made 
more sense to try this first! After 6 weeks, we were hooked and although we never 
did achieve our Duke of Edinburgh Award, we have both been bellringing ever 
since. 

We started on 3rd May 2002 and being aged 15, we had to rely on a lift. We 
were dropped off in the village at Diane’s house. She was the Tower Captain at 
Canon Pyon and whom we soon discovered was always late for everything! They 
did not practice at Canon Pyon, so we would go to Wellington instead, to be taught 
how to handle a bell.  

First the backstroke, once mastered we finally got to have a go at pulling on 
the fluffy bit (the sally). Both parts seemed relatively simple until the practice night 
when we tried putting them both together. I remember being so confused by which 
bit I had to pull when and was surprised by how much more concentration was 
needed, than I had used before…The hard work paid off and once you are able to 
ring a bell confidently, this is where the real fun starts. First of all you ring rounds 
which is where each bell follows one another in sequence 1,2,3,4,5,6. This is 
exciting but now, you have to think about the Handstroke, the Backstroke and also 
looking at something else, whilst doing it all. This is the first opportunity you have to 
work together with the other ringers and you finally become a part of the “band”.  

When you are ringing, as a band, there is a real sense of Teamwork, because 
in order to produce a lovely piece of ringing, everybody has to work together. Once 
you are good enough, you get to ring for Service. For us, this was great as it meant 
we got to go bellringing twice a week now. Bellringing is just like riding a bike, once 
you have learnt, you never forget and the more you do it, the easier you find and 
better you become at it. 
I was always amazed by how little strength you need to ring a bell as it is all about 
technique. It is still a good way to do some light to medium exercise, however it is a 
hobby that will suit most people aged 10 – 90+. 
Ringing at Burghill 

We usually practice on Monday Evenings between 7pm – 9pm. We have a 
band of mixed ages and abilities and we also have people who travel from local 
villages to come and practice with us. We usually have a Tea Break in the middle of 
the practice which gives us an opportunity to have a good old natter with each other. 
We have social events, where we go on outings as a group and we even go out for 
food a few times a year.  
We don’t know how long it will be before we can ring again, but we will ring again! 

 

Kris Perruzza  
 

If you are interested in trying Bellringing, or would like more information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. Email: kr1spy@hotmail.co.uk or Call/Text: 07400 322002  
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SPONSORED LOCKDOWN WALK- MONDAY JUNE 8TH LAURISTINA, 
BURGHILL 

I am raising money for Burghill Church by doing a Sponsored Walk. I intend to 
walk 10 miles round my field. Each lap is ¼ mile, so I need to do at least 40 laps. To 
make the walk more interesting I will wear or carry items that reflect my past or 
present life. I will probably change every 2 – 4 laps. I am fortunate in having several 
groups of neighbours who will take it in turns from their own gardens to monitor my 
progress. There is also a public footpath through the field so anyone can watch, 
suitably distanced.  

I would be grateful for any sponsorship and donations can be put in the white 
letterbox at the top of my drive. Alternatively, I am setting up a JustGiving page for 
online donations. Please contact me for details.  
Our Church serves Burghill and Tillington, Elton’s Marsh, Portway and St Mary’s 
Park, collectively forming a beautiful rural Parish. The Grade 2* listed building, 
dating back to the 12th century, is the spiritual hub of the community offering 
worship, baptisms, funerals, many weddings each year and numerous social events. 
It costs £1,000 each week to run and maintain the building and churchyard in order 
to enable these events to take place.  

Sadly, during the Covid-19 pandemic our church has been locked with no 
services or other events taking place in the church and our normal sources of 
income are severely reduced. We are therefore using imaginative ways of reaching 
out to the community as well as raising funds whilst abiding by the lockdown rules.  
Some recent fundraising efforts are fulfilling useful social services as well as 
receiving generous donations. Our grateful thanks to Kris and Clive. 
Liz Donovan 01432760881 

 
 
 

 

 

THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
WORSHIP 

11.00am, Sundays and Thursdays 
You can participate on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/burghillchurch 
 

Or on YouTube: 
 

Burghill Benefice: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLznwuGh6esm8Z

woB8GQ3Q 
 

Please use the website for further information and services 
 

www.burghillchurch.co.uk 
 

‘overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us’ 

Romans 8:37 

http://www.facebook.com/burghillchurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLznwuGh6esm8ZwoB8GQ3Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLznwuGh6esm8ZwoB8GQ3Q
http://www.burghillchurch.co.uk/
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Recruitment to the 

Magistracy (Family Bench) 

They should - 
 be of good character 
 have good powers of understanding and communication 
 possess some social awareness 
 show maturity and a sound temperament 
 display sound judgement 
 be both committed and reliable 
 

During the current public health emergency, advisory committees 
are continuing to encourage applications and to accept and sift 
them as planned, (but in order to comply with social distancing 
and travel restrictions candidates will not be interviewed until it can 
be done safely).   

Sue Furnival 
 

The Staffordshire and 
West Mercia Advisory 

Committee, 
(Staffordshire, 

Herefordshire, Shropshire, 
and Worcestershire) is 

recruiting new 
magistrates from 
June 1st.  It is now 

possible for people to 
apply to become Family 

magistrates without 
being appointed to the 

Adult Bench first. 
Magistrates should be 

between the ages of 18 
and 70 and need no 

formal qualifications as 
training is provided. 
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BURGHILL BOOK SWAP 
 

The kiosk (Phone Box) by the Church is now open to all:  
• Swap a Book 
• Take a Book 
• CD or DVD 

 
ALL MONEY RAISE GOES TOWARDS THE CHURCH 

FUNDS 
 

PLEASE USE SANITISER PROVIDED 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 

 
 

TIME CHANGE by Pat Downes 
 

It’s a strange old time we're all going through together at the moment. It is, as 
though giving us time to slow down, to put our overworked minds and bodies to rest 
awhile and to allow our battered, wonderful world to cool off. Already our skies seem 
clearer and a deeper blue. The white May blossom is bursting in the hedgerows, the 
swathes of cow parsley and the buttercups are taller and stronger and the birds sing 
louder and our gardens are getting more productive- all giving us fresh hope of a 
better time to come. It’s a time for us here in this place to be very thankful for all we 
have - at the same time to feel regret, grief and sadness for those who are suffering 
and not so blessed as we are at this strange time.  

This year we launched our “Christian 
Aid” appeal on Facebook. Over the 
years it has become far more difficult to 
collect for Christian Aid which requires 
a huge amount of effort and logistics. 
The aimed was to raise £200. The 
appeal raised £605, of which all of this 
was raised by those in Burghill (minus 
£50 raised by Moreton on Lugg). Well-
done to all who contributed, you know 
who you are! 
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The one thing I miss most during this time of lock-down, apart from not being 
able to visit my beloved John, is my Thursday evening hand bell practice when for 
two hours my mind would be taken up with music and fun - when my little grey, 
shrinking brain cells would be beautifully awakened. Sometimes too tired to 
make the effort to go out, once through the door of the Simpson Hall welcomed by 
friends and seeing my lovely, big shiny bass bells waiting for me, I became alive and 
would forget my tiredness! Sounds dramatic, but true.  

Burghill & Tillington Handbell Ringers came together some 13 years ago, 
using our very ancient church bells in those days. Few of us read music and so we 
played from numbers. "That’s fine, don’t worry about that…" Jason, our long-
suffering conductor, reassured us. We soon discovered however that he had greater 
things in mind for us and we quickly learned to read music with all it’s handbell 
notation, symbols and with a bit of help from my special friend!  

More bells were purchased and then even more, until we now have four 
octaves of bells and so our repertoire has grown. I ring bass bells with the boys - 
mine are E and F, quite large and heavy, now making my wrists and fingers the 
strongest muscles in my body!  My family wonder how I manage them - wearing the 
old girl out first maybe! 

Thursday evenings are not just about ringing. We enjoy good conversation, 
laughter and fun and the tea break always delivers scrumptious cake and biscuits. 
And then there’s the joy of travelling to rallies in other parts of our region, to join 
others in mass ringing. We hold our own rally each year when friends from afar 
come to join us – they’re the best - I love those times when Jason conducts six or 
seven teams in mass ringing and Kriss organises great lunches and teas. We do so 
love our food!  

We also take our bells out to ring in care homes, open gardens, concerts, dog 
shows, and church events. We’re especially busy at Christmas time when bells 
always sound so good. Back last year when our church tower was being repaired, 
our brilliant ‘four-in-hand’ group ‘Tintinabulous’, (Liz, Kriss, Jason and Lewis) played 
for a number of weddings - their ringing is just amazing and so appreciated. 

We are a bunch of great friends and I miss them so much. Over the years 
friends have joined us and some are no longer with us, but we always 
remember them with love. Time brings us new challenges - challenges we have 
never known before, but if we ‘stay at home’ or is it ‘stay alert’, we will come out of 
our lock down and hopefully we will be better carers of our precious world and of 
one another. The bells will ring out again all over the world and all will be well. Never 
fear - stay safe. Love, Pat Downes 
 
Time is too slow for those who wait, 
Too swift for those who fear,  
Too long for those who grieve, 
Too short for those who rejoice, 
But for those who love--time is 
eternity.  
 
‘Time’ by Henry Van Dyke 
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It’s been a while since I mentioned The 
Mothers’ Union in this magazine.  Normally 
there is normally so much going on in this 
beautiful parish, additional space for other  
articles is limited.   However, sadly at the 

moment this is not the case, therefore I felt now was the time to tell you 
about what we have been up to during lockdown.    Yes, thankfully, things 
are still managing to be achieved, although on the other hand, regrettably 
as a result of sad events. 

You may recall from a previous article, that the Mothers’ Union in 
Hereford Diocese, operates a Crisis Intervention Fund (CIF).   This fund 
provides support and resources, if it can, for just that, families in crisis.   Via 
the authority and control of Social Services and the Police, CIF steps in to 
assist when families, or individuals have to rehomed.  This can be as a 
result of many and varied circumstances, but generally when 
accommodation is found by the authorities, the things the people in crisis do 
not have is the bare essentials for living.   Such as bedding, towels, 
crockery, cutlery, pots, pans, cooking utensils, Microwaves, kettle, toaster, 
etc.   These are the items the CIF aims to provide. 

We pay for new (no, not state of the art, but basic) microwaves, 
kettles and toasters from our funds; these fund obtained via much money-
raising efforts.   But the linen and the kitchen equipment, come from the 
generous donations of local people.  The items do not have to be new, or 
the most up to date fashion wise.  They just have to be clean and fit for use.    
For the past 18 months, since becoming Chaplain to the MU I have been 
trying to help with this by    collecting boxes and bags of such items and 
taking them to the central store for the lady in charge to distribute as 
required.   This parish has so far been incredibly generous and we have 
helped many, many people.  In the past year alone 110 people, mainly in 
Hereford city, have been given a new start in life in this way.  Including the 
purchase by MU of 44 microwaves, 34 toasters and 29 kettles, alongside 
the vast amounts of donated bedding, towels and utensils.     

Sadly, Coronavirus has added to the number of people needing 
rehoming as a result of family breakdowns, therefore the need is still dire.   
HOWEVER, despite current lockdown, we have found ways to continue to 
pick up donations of the items mentioned.   Prior notice and boxed or 
bagged donations placed safely outside, can in most situations be picked 
up now, without breaking social distancing rules, and then provided to those 
in need.   
Call me if you can contribute and I’ll see what I can do   it would be so 
appreciated.  Thank you. 

Rev’d Penny Littlewood  
07734 347327 or pennylittlewood2008@gmail.com 
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PUZZEL PAGE
 

 
 Across 

1 Ingenuity, aptitude or skill (4-3) 
5 Alloy of copper and zinc (5) 
8 Brief written records (5) 
9 The Windy City (7) 
10 Kent seaside resort (7) 
11 Web-footed bird (5) 
12 Closer (6) 
14 Rubbed out (6) 
18 Go in (5) 
20 Cavalrymen (7) 
22 Fork-tailed bird (7) 
23 Considerable (5) 
24 Stratum (5) 
25 In attendance (7) 

Down 

1 Relatives (7) 
2 Fish-eating mammal (5) 
3 She-goat (anag) (7) 
4 Evil (6) 
5 Fetch (5) 
6 Nonplussed (2,1,4) 
7 Wheel part (5) 
13 Assessor of insurance risks (7) 
15 Make a firm decision (7) 
16 Sweet course (7) 
17 Make an appearance (4,2) 
18 Painting stand (5) 
19 Monarch (5) 
21 Concur (5) A
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 

RECTOR: Rev. Phill Brown, MA. The Vicarage, Burghill, HR4 7SG.    761821 
Email: pbrown777@aol.com  
Church email: burghillchurch@gmail.com  
Church website: www.burghillchurch.co.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS: Max Jenman, Daimor, Burghill, HR4 7RN. 
Liz Donovan, Lauristina House, Burghill, HR4 7RN. 
Also Electoral Role Officer & Safeguarding Officer 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: 

760288 
760881 

 

Secretary: Mary Hilder, 1 Veldifer Cottage, 760473 
 Roman Road, HR4 7AN.  

Treasurer: David Lunn, 14 Chestnut Lane, Burghill, HR4 7QN. 761575 
Gift Aid: Michael Langford, 18, St Mary’s Lane, 761404 

 Burghill, HR4 7QL.  
Deanery Synod reps: Mary Hilder, Max Jenman, Anna Nugent.  

 

PCC Members: Emma Noble, Anna Nugent, Henry Chandler, 
 David Bishop, Roy Macintosh. 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Jason Walker, 14 Leasown, Burghill, HR4 7SA. 
Choir & Organist 

BELLRINGERS Captain: Henry Chandler, 15 Redstone, 
Burghill, HR4 7RT. 

MESSY CHURCH Audrey Apperley, Woodbank, Badnage Lane, 
Tillington, HR4 8LP. 

07402 862046 

 
07919 968376 

 
760440 

 

METHODIST CHURCH Local Contact: Graham Gilbert 07831607390 
The Villa, Burghill, HR4 7RW. 

THE SIMPSON HALL 
 

Chair: Mark Helme The Angrove, Tillington, HR4 7RS 760704 
Deputy Chair: Graham Gilbert The Villa, Burghill, HR4 7RW 07831607390 

Secretary: Twink Helme 
Treasurer: Cyrus Amini 

The Angrove, Tillington, HR4 7RS 
treasurer@simpsonhall.uk 

760704 

Bookings Manager: Charlie Poulton, 07726148736 
 

Website: www.simpsonhall.uk 
For more information and names of committee members, please contact the secretary. 

 

mailto:pbrown777@aol.com
mailto:burghillchurch@gmail.com
http://www.burghillchurch.co.uk/
http://www.burghillchurch.co.uk/
mailto:treasurer@simpsonhall.uk
http://www.simpsonhall.uk/
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