
BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Forthcoming Services & Events 

Reading: 

John 2.1-11 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Those who are ill 

Trevor & Rob, Jimmy 
 

Those who have died 
 

Ron, Steve & John 

The Collect 
 

God of all mercy, your Son 

proclaimed good news to the 

poor, release to the captives, 

and f reedom to the 

oppressed: anoint us with your 

Holy Spirit and set all your 

people free to praise you in 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

Sunday Worship 
 

 The Sunday service will be available from 11.00am. 
These are the ways in which you can access the 

service: 
 

YouTube: Search for  

Facebook: Search for 
 

also, 
To fully engage with the service you will need a 

Service Booklet for the service and a Hymn sheet 
which can be downloaded via our website: 

 

www.burghillchurch.co.uk 
 

(if you press CTRL+left click on you mouse on the 

link above it will take you to the website) 

Week Day Opportunities 
 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin, open for private 
prayer every Thursday, 10 – 12noon. 

 

“His mother said to the servants, 
 ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 

ZOOM COFFEE MORNING  

with BISHOP RICHARD 
 

This Thursday (28th), Bishop Richard 

will be joining us via Zoom for Coffee 

and a chat at 10.30am. If  you would like 

to come and chat with Richard please 

email me for the Zoom link. This will be 

our opportunity to welcome him into 

the Diocese. 

http://www.burghillchurch.co.uk


the first phrase I want to draw your attention to (first of the 

signs). What John is doing is giving us the vision of Heaven at 

the beginning of the story so that everything else that unfolds, 

does so in the light of where the story is leading. Heaven here 

is presented as a scene of joy and sensuality. Food and drink 

abound to which, there is no end. It is a place where Christ will 

transform the work of the water of our lives into the wine of joy! 

Transformation, is what will happen in the presence of Jesus. 

Nevertheless, we are to listen to what he tells us and do 

whatever it is he tells us. The water and the stone jars 

represent the efforts of humanity. Water is the work and the 

stone jars represent the religion that contains them. John tells 

us that Jesus is the one who will, as I have said, transform the 

work of our water and  make the faith of our world complete 

(six being the number of incompleteness, Jesus is the 

additional one who completes faith, 7 being the number of 

perfection in Jewish theology). We also have the phrase 

‘woman’. Much has been made of this, but it simply is deployed 

to capture everyone's attention, and it does, often for the wrong 

reason. The phrase ‘Woman’ is intended to stick in your mind 

so that when you get to the crucifixion scene, when Jesus says 

‘woman behold your son, son behold your mother’, we are 

drawn to this wedding scene once more. The crucifixion is 

brought to bear at the wedding as an abundance of wine out of 

water (what is it that flows from Jesus’ side?). The crucifixion is 

how we enter into the resurrection which is on the third day, 

remember how this story begins? What we are being told by 

John is that it is our wedding day. We are the Bride of Christ, 

He the bridegroom. The story says, cheer up! Raise your 

heads, Heaven is coming to you and it’s going to be great! But 

remember, we have to listen to what He is telling us first! 

Main Reading 
“John 2.1-11” 

 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. 

Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also 

been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ 

mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ ‘Woman, why do 

you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’ 

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews 

for ceremonial washing, each holding from eighty to a hundred 

and twenty litres. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with 

water’; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, ‘Now 

draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ 

 They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water 

that had been turned into wine. He did not realise where it had 

come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 

Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings 

out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the 

guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the 

best till now.’ What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the 

first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. 
 

Homily 

Before you read this homily may I please invite you to read the 

passage carefully again. Why you might ask?  Because this 

passage (a favourite of mine, it is loaded with phrases that are 

easily skipped over). On a larger vision of what you have read, is 

a wedding, yes, but what you have read is actually a vision of 

Heaven. John puts the vision of Heaven as the first sign. That’s 


