
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

The Second Sunday of Lent 

Forthcoming Services & Events 

Reading: 

Mark 8:31-38 

FOR YOUR 

PRAYERS 
 

Those who are ill 

Alan & Val 

Blake, Rob 

Hudson,  
 

 

 

Those who have 

died 
 

Gareth 

Goodwin, 

Vernon George 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, you show to those 

who are in error the light of your 

truth, that they may return to the 

way of righteousness: grant to all 

those who are admitted into the 

fellowship of Christ’s religion, that 

they may reject those things that 

are contrary to their profession, and 

follow all such things as are 

agreeable to the same; through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen  

Sunday Worship 
 

 The Sunday service will be available from 11.00am. These 
are the ways in which you can access the service: 

 

YouTube: Search for  

Facebook: Search for 
 

also, 
To fully engage with the service you will need a Service Booklet 
for the service and a Hymn sheet which can be downloaded via 

our website: 
 

www.burghillchurch.co.uk 
 

Week Day Opportunities 
 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin, open for private prayer 
every Thursday, 10 – 12noon. 

 

ZOOM COFFEE MEETINGS 

The link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78108090032?
pwd=VWo2WUQxdmlGNmYvb1VRelNKWUNjZz09 

Meeting ID: 781 0809 0032  
Passcode: Pjd1ku 

 

The link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76529969889?
pwd=MnF0Nm9QSzl3bHdhdlpJUjdjVVBndz09 

Meeting ID: 765 2996 9889 
Passcode: 333H4t 

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me” 

http://www.burghillchurch.co.uk
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78108090032?pwd=VWo2WUQxdmlGNmYvb1VRelNKWUNjZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78108090032?pwd=VWo2WUQxdmlGNmYvb1VRelNKWUNjZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76529969889?pwd=MnF0Nm9QSzl3bHdhdlpJUjdjVVBndz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76529969889?pwd=MnF0Nm9QSzl3bHdhdlpJUjdjVVBndz09


world because of a fear of pain is rooted in an experience we 

can all identify with. The story normally unfolds as to why 

certain characters get stuck in a moment. I love the film 

Good Will Hunting. In it the wayward genius (Matt Damon) 

ends up helping his own therapist (Robin Williams) who had 

been crushed by his wife dying of cancer. He was so 

wounded by the love he had for her, he couldn’t move on or 

even dare to find love in another because of the fear of loss. 

He was no longer living life—it was too much. The famous 

telling of this is in Great Expectations.  Miss Havisham, 

destroyed by love and stuck in a moment of disastrous and 

destructive unrequited love. Jilted and cemented in a 

moment of her own fear of life, love and living. A torturous 

existence.  

 Fear stifles life and perverts loves aims. Yet, at times we 

have all been stuck in a moment in which we have feared to 

love and live. In the reading today, Jesus tells his rather 

shocked audience, the slow and fearful disciples that He is 

going to be put to death and then rise. Peter, horrified that 

this should even be said, confronts Jesus and finds himself 

rebuked for his misunderstanding.  To be a disciple of Jesus 

one must confront the fear of death and suffering and bear 

the burden of love in order to live and live free of fear. God in 

Christ came to suffer and die for all so that we may know the 

depth of His commitment to us and that love is victorious 

over all. At this time, fear is very much still in the very air we 

breathe. If we are to be Christ’s disciples we must cast off 

the fear of loss in order that love lives in us and through us. 

Lent is a time to make your peace with what it is to be 

human so that we may fully grasp love divine and live. Amen 

The Reading 
“Mark 8:31-38” 

 

Then he [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 

his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 

on human things.” 

 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it 

profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 

who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 

holy angels.” 

Homily 

I love films. Before my wife and I had the children, very often 

we would go to the Cinema, almost every Saturday night. At 

one time we saw everything, we even went to watch films that 

we didn’t really want to watch because we ran out of ones we 

did. One theme that constantly emerges from stories is that of 

self-deception and self imposed isolation based upon bad 

experiences. In many films the theme of retreating from the 


