
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Forthcoming Services & Events 

The Collect  
 

 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with 

boldness and fresh hope: strengthen us to 

proclaim your risen life and fill us with your 

peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

18
th

 April 3
RD

 SUNDAY OF EASTER   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene,  

Stretton Sugwas 

Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill A Service of the Word 

25
th

 April MARK THE EVANGELIST   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene,  

Stretton Sugwas 

Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill A Service of the Word 

SEVICES 

 

ZOOM THURSDAY COFFEE 
From the April 22nd, 10.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?

pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09 

He is Lord, He is Lord, 
He is risen from the dead 

And he is Lord. 
Every knee shall bow, 
Every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

EXPLORERS GROUP on Zoom 

A new Zoom group is coming aimed at newcomers and 

explorers of the faith. If you are interested in exploring 

Christianity a little more, this is the group for you. Email 

me at: revpjbrown.777@gmail.com for further details. 

READINGS 

Acts 3.12-19 

Luke 24.36b-48  
 

FOR YOUR 

PRAYERS  

Henry Chandler 

Cynthia George 

Nola Moses 

Helen Davies 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09


The Reading 
“Luke 24.36b-48” 

 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
 
They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; 

see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he 

had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
 
While in 

their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 

them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece 

of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 

the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 
 
and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses
 
of these things. 

 

Homily 

A friend of mine once said to me: “If a tree falls in the woods 

and no one hears it, did it make a sound?”. This is a well know 

philosophical question, to which the answer is—no!. Why? 

Because unless the fluctuation of vibrating air pressures enter 

an ear, they do not make a sound. They only make vibrations. 

With no ear, there is no sound.  

If you find yourself bending your mind at this, imagine how 

the disciples felt on seeing Jesus. In the Church we have 

an understanding of what we term, sacraments, signs of 

God’s presence and blessing. For example, we baptise 

with water, we eat bread and drink wine, we anoint. All of 

this is rooted in one thing—Jesus Himself. Humour me and 

bear with it. Jesus is the ultimate sign, the visible, materials 

and tangible presence of God. In Jesus, God has hands, 

feet, blood, hair, teeth, bad breath and smelly armpits. Yes, 

in Jesus God became a man—a real man, not just an 

apparition, or a phantom but flesh and blood, warts and all. 

In some faiths, God gives books, in some sages and wise 

men, but in ours He has given us Himself as one of us. We 

need our senses to understand, to touch, taste, hear see 

and smell. Without our senses we are blind to things, we 

are unaware that things are there without them.  

 God knows this. In order that we may know Him, and 

know that He is with us. He became us, was born, lived 

and died on a cross and was resurrected from the dead. 

The disciples did not believe that He had been resurrected 

from the dead, because it had never happened before. It 

hasn’t happened since. But in order that they may know, 

He appeared to them. So that they could see Him, touch 

Him, hear Him, smell Him, taste the same bread as Him. 

This convinced them in a way that words or writings could 

not. This is Easter faith, and we are an Easter people. We 

look for His coming, for signs of His presence with us. Let 

us open the eyes of our hearts and see what others choose 

not to see. That the God who loves us stands besides us, 

forgives us and leads us into His Kingdom. 


