
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

Ascension Sunday 

Forthcoming Services & Events 

The Collect  
 

 

Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature 

to the throne of heaven: help us to seek and 

serve you, that we may join you at the Father’s 

side, where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

SERVICES 

 

ZOOM THURSDAY COFFEE 
From the May 20th, 10.00am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?

pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09 

EXPLORERS GROUP on Zoom 

A new Zoom group is coming aimed at newcomers and explorers 

of the faith. If you are interested in exploring Christianity a little 

more, this is the group for you. Email me at: 

revpjbrown.777@gmail.com for further details. 

READINGS 

Daniel 7.9-14 

Luke 24.44-53  

 
 

PRAY FOR: 

Helen Davies 

John Catherall 

 

THOSE WHO  

HAVE DIED 

Gwyneth Davies 

Dudley Evans 

Barbara Pilkington 

16TH ASCENSION SUNDAY   

8.00am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene,  

Stretton Sugwas 

Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill A Service of the Word 
      

23RD PENTECOST SUNDAY   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene,  

Stretton Sugwas 

Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill A Service of the Word 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83726040679?pwd=VGM5QUFNSUZTbi9MbEhSNnp5SVN2Zz09


The Reading 
“Luke 24:44-53” 

 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 

the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 

hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he 

withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 

worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Homily 
 

One of the most prominent aspects of the entire gospel which 

is often ignored or passes over is the fact that they all saw 

Jesus as a teacher (Rabbouni). The first thing Jesus was 

acclaimed at the witnessing of the resurrection was this by 

Mary Magdalene (see John 20:16). That is what a Rabbi is, a 

teacher. The gospels are keen to tell us that Jesus was not just 

your usual teacher, but the Teacher! We often miss this and 

don’t realise we have. For example, when Jesus is on the 

cross and he quotes Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?”, we often think that he is appealing to God 

the Father. Yet, if He is God, as the gospel writers believed, 

it doesn’t make much sense. It makes much more sense if 

we look at it this way. One of the ways teachers in Jesus’ 

day used to teach the scripture was to recite the first line of 

a passage in order to draw them to the place he wanted to 

point something out to his students. Remember, there were 

not chapter and verse indicators in the scriptures in Jesus’ 

day. If you wanted to draw your students to a passage, this 

is how you may do it. Their memory of the scriptures was 

very good back then. By quoting, Psalm 22’s opening line 

before He died was a way to teach His disciples right up 

until death. Of course the Psalm is about suffering and 

salvation. It says a lot about what was happening at that 

time to Jesus, so that they may understand the purposes of 

God. 

 In the Ascension story, Jesus continues to “open their 

minds”, so that they may understand what is happening in 

light of the purposes of God, who desires to lift all humanity 

up to the hights of heaven. This scene echoes the vision of 

Daniel's prophetic vision: “As I watched in the night visions, 

I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of 

heaven...To him was given dominion and glory and 

kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should 

serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 

shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall 

never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). The Ascension of 

Jesus is a fulfilment of God’s salvation plan to bring us to 

where we cannot go by ourselves. What is beyond us, isn’t 

beyond God and it is in Christ that we to can ascend, 

worship and live. 


