
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Forthcoming Services & Events 

The Collect  
 

 

Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of 

sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our 

hearts whereby we call you Father: give us 

grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 

that we and all creation may be brought to the 

glorious liberty of the children of God; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

SERVICES 

Online Bible Discussion Group 

“The Book of Revelation” 
 

The Book of Revelation is by any measure a very strange book. It 

was placed at the end of the Bible because it was the last book to 

be agreed to enter the New Testament. There was great concern 

that this book would be misused and misunderstood by succeeding 

generations of Christians. There concerns were well justified. In this 

series of discussions we are going to be looking at the book in its 

historical and theological context to better understand what the 

author intended to be understood by those first Christians who 

heard it. Ever wondered what it is all about? Why not join us via 

zoom for our discussion!  

Wednesday evenings, 7.00pm beginning 7th July. 

Email to register interest: revpjbrown.777@gmail.com 

READINGS:1 Samuel 17[1a,4-11], Mark 4.35-41  

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill A Service of the Word 

27TH                              4TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 

mailto:revpjbrown.777@gmail.com


The Reading 
“Mark 4.35-41” 

 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us 

go across to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, 

they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 

boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat 

into the boat, so that the boat was already being 

swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and 

they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care 

that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked the wind, and 

said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and 

there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? 

Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe 

and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind 

and the sea obey him?’  
 

Homily 
One of the major issues with the miracle stories in the Gospels 

is that we read them as if they are being told us in a matter of 

fact way. In other words, they had them then but not now, or in 

a cynical way, they believed them then but we know different.  

Yet, though the belief in miracles was much more natural to 

people of Jesus day, they were always seen as super-natural, 

not of the usual pattern of things. Indeed, they indicated the 

power of God in order to capture and to crystalise events that 

were intended to display divine significance. In other words, 

the miracles pointed towards something that went beyond the 

mere mundane or usualness of events. We all know that 

historical events are significant, some more than others. So for 

example, Mark Anthony’s affair with Cleopatra is significant, 

but less so than Julia Caesars crossing of the River Rubicon. 

One was a bit of love affair with political intrigue and 

scandal, the other changed the Roman Empire forever. All 

events, rest on a scale of significance and that is true for all 

our lives.  

 Yet, the highest significance in life are the events in 

which God indicates His will and displays His presence. I 

know this is true for my life and I’m sure it is with you. God 

incidents are key to our hearts burning brightly for the 

Kingdom God is building with us. This is why, when pen hit 

parchment in recording the story of Jesus, miracles were 

very much central to conveying the significance of what the 

story of Jesus is. Here in the stilling of the storm, God 

displays for them a sign of huge significance which 

captures and crystallises the disciples attention, that God is 

with them. Indeed, with them in a way that they could not 

quite believe or dare to.  

 Jesus stands up and rebukes the wind and the waves, 

and they obey Him. The natural order which is ordered by 

itself and is not subject to the whims of human commands 

unless forced to suddenly obeys on who is human. Why? I 

believe that this passage is one of the most significant 

passages in the entire New Testament. It is the story which 

leads the disciples to begin to grasp that there was a 

reason Jesus, a human being, could do these things. The 

miracles, which He could do and no other, said something 

of unimaginable significance, not just for them but for the 

world, that God was truly with them in and as this person 

Jesus. It is also a reminder to us that if we want to know 

God more and do what He does, we must follow Jesus and 

look to Him, our friend and master, our Lord and our God. 

Amen 


