
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

James the Apostle  

Forthcoming Services & Events 

The Collect  
 

 

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, 

leaving his father and all that he had, was 

obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 

and followed him even to death: help us, 

forsaking the false attractions of the world, 

to be ready at all times to answer your call 

without delay; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

SERVICES 

READINGS: Jeremiah 45.1-5; Matthew 20.20-28   

pages 558-  

25TH ST MARY MAGDALENE   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Parish Eucharist 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 

4.00pm St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Memorial Service for 

Shirley Williams 

“About that time King Herod laid violent 

hands upon some who belonged to the 

church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, 

killed with the sword. ” 
 

Acts 12:1 

Vicarage Summer Fete & BBQ 
Last year everything was put on hold, including the Vicarage Summer 
Fete & BBQ which had rousing success the previous 
year. This year, we are back! Entry is free and I look for-

ward to welcoming you all for a day of food and 
good old fashioned fun!  

At the Burghill Vicarage 

14th August, 2.00pm - 4.30pm 

1ST 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton All Age Worship 

10.00am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  All Age Worship 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill All Age Worship 
      

8TH 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

10.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Joint Benefice Eucharist 



The Reading 
“Matthew 20.20-28 ” 

 

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her 
sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favour of him. And 

he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Declare 
that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your kingdom.” But Jesus answered, “You 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He 
said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my 
right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 
 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two 
brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know 
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but 
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for the many.” 
 
 

Homily 
 

Doing your best for your children in a natural impulse for any 

parent. We often shy away from this but only when they are a 

little more than babies. When they are very young, new 

parents often talk about the child with such surprise! “The little 

one said their first words today!” or “they are so clever….!” As 

if their child is so different than other children. Parents are so 

proud of their children; they simply can’t see beyond them. 

Nothing wrong with being a proud parent! Having said this, 

there comes a time when parents love for their children can 

become a little suffocating and inhibiting. I get this feeling 

with James and John in relation to their mother. She 

obviously believes in Jesus but wants to make sure her 

sons are first in line for prime positions when the Kingdom 

of God comes. We all want the best for our children. Yet, 

she is working from a worldly and material framework of 

what it means to sit at the right and left of Jesus. She has 

in mind two imperial thrones with crowds of people 

throwing praise on Jesus in the middle, and of course, a 

little at her sons by virtue of their proximity to him. 

 Yet the kingdom of God will be a kingdom that will be 

suppressed and persecuted for all time. To sit at Jesus’ left 

and right in terms of the kingdom, is to ask to be crucified 

with Jesus, just as there was; one on either side of him. 

The throne of the Son of God was not a chair but a cross 

and the shouts of the crowds would not be praise but 

scorn. With this in mind, would she have asked this for her 

sons? I doubt it! Would you? Yet, Jesus knowing she 

doesn’t know what she is really asking for, says that it is for 

the Father to decide who will rest either side of Him on the 

crosses. 

 Jesus explains that the kingdom of God is not like this 

world and the glory of the kingdom of God comes from 

service to others, not others serving you. Within this 

context he tells them what His mission is. To render 

goodness to the world even though it will not receive Him. 

He says: “the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for the many”. The 

kingdom of God, as James would discover, is costly on 

earth, if we are to render true goodness to the world. Amen  


