
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

Harvest Time/17th Sunday After Trinity 

Harvest Collect  

Eternal God, you crown the year with your 

goodness and you give us the fruits of the earth in 

their season: grant that we may use them to your 

glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own 

well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

SERVICES 

READINGS: Harvest Readings: Joel 2.21-27, Mat-

thew 6.25-33. Pages 1042-. Ordinary readings:  

Esther 7.1-6,9,10; 9.20-22; Mark 9.38-50 - 611- For your prayers: 

Enid Davies,  Gena & Trevor Whitefoot 

WANTED HARVEST PRODUCE for St Mary’s Burghill 

Please could you bring any produce to 

church  between 10.00 and 10.30 am on the morning 

of Thursday 30th.September so that we can decorate 

the church. Max would also appreciate your help – 

no experience needed ! 

Also bring any empty cereal or food packaging. 

Thank You.  

Collect for the 16th Sunday After Trinity 

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and 

our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to 

yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly 

city where we shall see you face to face; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.  

3RD 18TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton All Age Worship 

10.00am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  All Age Worship 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Harvest Festival 
      

10TH 19TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

10.00am St Andrew, Moreton Joint Benefice Eucharist 
      

17TH 20TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 
  



The Reading 
“Mark 9.38-50” 

 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 

was not following us.” 
 
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no 

one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me. 
 
Whoever is not against us is for 

us. 
 
For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 

lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 

ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great 

millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 

into the sea. 
 
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 

better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and 

to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.
 
And if your foot causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
 
And if your eye 

causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter 

the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to 

be thrown into hell,
 
where their worm never dies, and the fire is 

never quenched. 
 
“For everyone will be salted with fire.

 
Salt is 

good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 

it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 

Homily 

John Lennon sung that famous tune of his “Imagine”. It’s a 

song that captures a moment and became the theme tune for 

what we call the “Hippy movement”. I loved that song, until I 

listened to the words and realised (now as an adult), that it 

was completely unrealistic. In essence, get rid of all these 

things, including religion, and peace will reign. Well, the 

communist eutopia was far from heaven on earth. In many 

ways, one line captured this sentiment. “Imagine no 

possessions”. Sounds wonderful, but, as the people of the 

communist era found out, they gave up their possession, 

only to discover that they had been possessed. In the end, 

we posses things that aren’t just material. We have 

knowledge and understanding, we have families which in 

some sense belong to us (passively of course!). We also 

believe things that stand at odds with others. Christians in 

Soviet Russia certainly had ideas about humanity the state 

didn’t have. Such as the infinite dignity and value of every 

human life.   

 Nevertheless, the Christian Church has also fallen foul 

of this idea of possession. Just like every other group in 

history, Christians have set themselves against other 

Christians in the name of Christ, this condition of humanity 

affects all! Yet, in this passage from Mark, Jesus calls us to 

not see Him as something to posses, to own or control. We 

belong to God, but God only belongs to Himself. He isn’t 

created, but the basis of all things. We should be reminded 

here that our faith in Christ isn’t something that is to be kept 

for us and our club, Christ is for all and came for all. 

Christians here are to be encouraged to not stand in the 

way of Jesus and those who may come via another road 

other than ourselves. We must not see others as gain for 

us, but rather all as gain for Christ. For only Christ can heal 

them, we are but mere messengers making our own way 

towards Him who loves us. Amen 


