
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

20th Sunday After Trinity 
SERVICES 

READINGS: Job 38.1-7[34-41] Mark 10.35-45  

pages 628- 

For your prayers: Enid Davies, Gena & Trevor Whitefoot, John 

Morrill. We also prayer for all MP’s and for David Amess and his 

family at this time. We also prayer for our Shia Muslim brother 

and sisters in Afghanistan facing a fresh wave of persecution. 

Collect for the 18th Sunday After Trinity 

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able 

to please you; mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 

may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Confirmation 
 The deadline for applications will be 5th November. Confirma-

tion classes will be on Saturday mornings at Stretton Sugwas 

Church 11.00am. Each week we will look at a slightly different topic 

relating to what it means to be Confirmed.  

The classes will be on: 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th of November. 
11th December, Confirmations Service - 11.30am 

St Mary Magdalene, Stretton Sugwas 

17TH 20TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 
  

24TH BIBLE SUNDAY   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Parish Eucharist 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 
      

31ST 4TH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT   

8.30am St Peter’s, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew’s, Moreton Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 



The Reading 
“Mark 10.35-45” 

 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him 

and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever 

we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me 

to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at 

your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus 

said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 

able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the 

baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; 

and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 

baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine 

to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
41 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James 

and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know 

that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 

rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 

them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son 

of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 

a ransom for the many.” 

Homily 

The late and great Archbishop Michael Ramsey (1904-1988) 

was a man of few words. The Queen mother used to say that 

he was the only person who could reduce me to silence. He 

couldn’t make small talk. Ask him about anything theological 

or historical and he was away. Polite chit chat wasn’t his strong 

suit. However, his inner world was paradoxical to his outer 

demeaner. On the outside he was rather dry, dull and 

eccentric. Yet his inner spiritual life was one of light and 

overall, glory! The glory of God was his overriding 

preoccupation and in his mind’s eye, he was entranced by 

this vision. The vision of the heavenly Jerusalem, the glory 

of God. Michael Ramsey is a case in point of never judging 

a book by its cover. Those who knew him, knew he was a 

great man for God. Those who didn’t, saw a rather old 

fuddy-duddy. You never know anyone unless you have 

glimpsed their soul, everything else is just presentation. 

 Mark’s account of the Gospel is shot through with this 

theme of not knowing. They disciples obviously know Jesus 

but they haven’t glimpsed beyond the presentation, the 

words, miracles etc...They don’t know what heavenly glory 

is. They go to Jesus and want glory. They ask to sit either 

side of Jesus, but they don’t know what they are asking. 

They are asking for a throne of gold, what sitting at the left 

and right means though is being crucified on a tree. Our 

vision of glory is about presentation, not substance. Jesus 

tells them as much. He tells them that heavenly glory is 

about giving people what they need, not what they want. 

For earthly glory is no good for the soul, but heavenly glory 

is. Heavenly glory is about rendering a service to someone 

that will do them good. In the end of this passage, Jesus 

tells them that His life is about providing a ransom for the 

souls of the many. In other words, His life is about 

purchasing the life of the many whose enemy (death and 

sin) requires payment. Jesus gives His life for the release of 

the peoples from mortality. Glorious is the life of Jesus, a 

glory the late Archbishop knew well. Amen. 


