
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
SERVICES

READINGS: Malachi 3.1-4; Luke 3.1-6. Pages 676 - 

The Collect  

Almighty God, purify 

our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son 

Jesus Christ comes 

again as judge and 

saviour we may be 

ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our 

God. Amen. 

PRIZES NEEDED for the Burghill Christmas Draw.  

Prizes from the value of £1.00 upwards would be greatly 

appreciated! Please contact Max Jenman to make your 

donations. Thank you! 

5TH SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg All Age Worship 

10.00am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  All Age Worship 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Crib Service 
      

11TH CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

11.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Confirmation Service 
      

12TH THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Joint Eucharist 

5.00pm St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde Carol Service 
      

19TH FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Eucharist Service 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Eucharist Service 

5.00pm St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Carols by Candlelight 

The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have 

been traditional themes for Advent meditation. The characteristic 

note of Advent is therefore expectation, rather than penitence, 

although the character of the season is easily coloured by an 

analogy with Lent. The anticipation of Christmas under 

commercial pressure has also made it harder to sustain the 

appropriate sense of alert watchfulness, but the fundamental 

Advent prayer remains ‘Maranatha’ – ‘Our Lord, come’ (1 

Corinthians 16.22). Church decorations are simple and spare, and 

purple is the traditional liturgical colour. In the northern 

hemisphere, the Advent season falls at the darkest time of the 

year, and the natural symbols of darkness and light are powerfully 

at work throughout Advent and Christmas. The lighting of candles 

on an Advent wreath was imported into Britain from northern 

Europe in the nineteenth century, and is now a common 

practice.  

Advent 1 The Patriarchs 

Advent 2 The Prophets 

Advent 3 John the Baptist 

Advent 4 The Virgin Mary 

Christmas Day The Christ 



The Reading 
“Luke 3:1-6” 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

    and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

Homily 
Last year I did a series of videos on the four last things: Death, 

Judgment, Heaven and Hell. You can find them on our 

YouTube channel. Today is also the day (second Sunday of 

Advent) that we focus upon the Prophets, men and women 

who God called to stand up and proclaim His judgments. The 

first Prophet in the New Testament to proclaim and to praise 

God was Anna, who praised God for the child Jesus in whom 

God was going to both declare His judgment and the 

redemption that follows (Luke 2: 36-8). Prophets historically 

had a terrible time, because they found themselves butting up 

against a people who didn’t want to hear God’s words 

through them because the judgments of God upset and 

unsettled people. However, there are two ways to look at 

judgment, or at least feel our way around it.  

 We live today in a world where the worst thing you can 

do is judge others. To hurt peoples feelings and challenge 

peoples lifestyle. Now, I don’t mean using words to be 

unkind or self-righteous, but rather to have secure values. 

This perspective of judgment sees things like this as 

invasive and contingent. This is particularly true in terms of 

morality. The Prophets were charged with declaring God’s 

judgments upon human behavior, to call people back to 

what is right and good, not just for themselves but for all. 

 The second way then we can look at judgment is one 

of justice and redemption. The way Anna received it, she 

received it with joy and hope that God cares enough to 

seek our good and get involved. In this way, judgment is a 

good thing, particularly from God as it definitively throws 

down a marker on what is right and wrong.  

 Yesterday, I was deeply moved and shaken over the 

cruel case of the death of a six year old child at the hands 

of those who were charged with his care. The parents were 

judged and were held accountable for their lovelessness 

and cruelty. The child's name is Arthur and he was six. For 

Arthur and for those who feel unloved and abused the 

judgment of God is liberation.  For the injustice of the world 

draw comfort from the prophets who tell us: “Be strong, do 

not fear! Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Let 

us pray: “Come Lord Jesus”. Amen. 


