
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 
SERVICES

The Collect  

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the 

riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our 

lives make known your heavenly glory; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

16TH 2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 
      

23RD 3RD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY   

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Parish Eucharist 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Morning Prayer 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 
      

30TH CANDLEMAS   

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer 

9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  Parish Eucharist 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist 

READINGS: Isaiah 62.1-5; John 2.1-11 Page 692- 

“It was not without 

significance, I think, 

that he came to the 

wedding. Quite apart 

from the miracle, 

some mystery, some 

sacrament9 is hidden 

in the deed. Let us 

knock so that he may 

open, and make us 

drunk on invisible 

wine; because we too 

ourselves were also 

water, and he has 

made us into wine, he 

has made us wise, giv-

en us the flavor and 

taste of wisdom” 

St Augustine 

Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

And at Cana wedding guest 

In the God-head manifest; 

Manifest in pow'r divine, 

Changing water into wine; 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest.  



The Reading 
“John 2.1-11” 

 

 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and 

the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had 

also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the 

mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 

My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, 

“Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone 

water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 

twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 

water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, 

“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they 

took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become 

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 

the bridegroom  and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 

wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have 

become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, 

and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  
 

Homily 

I do love a good wedding. I also have to say that I enjoy far 

more presiding over them than attending them. As a Priest you 

get licence to dip in and out as you choose apart from the 

obvious requirements you are responsible for. However, I 

always find being the cleric at the meal or the party time I am 

always conscious of being on best behaviour! Don’t drink too 

much, don’t talk too much (a challenge) and don’t abandon 

yourself to the music on the dancefloor and make a fool out of 

yourself. Not that I mind, but it’s not a good look for the 

Church. At the party, the order of the day is low key 

presence! For different reasons, I think this was what 

Jesus was aiming for. He wanted to attend this wedding 

with His friends and then quietly slip away after fulfilling His 

obligation as a guest. Yet, a drama occurs and His mother 

forces Him out of His shell. Before any had faith in Him, 

Mary His mother did. A great catastrophe was about to 

unfold, and the wine was about to give out. Being a good 

Jew and in compliancy with the Jewish Law of Moses, He 

is compelled to honour His mother’s request. She tells 

them: “Do whatever He tells you”. The water jars are filled 

and the wine overfloweth as the Psalms say.  

 We are told that this was the first sign that He did, a 

miracle. But as a sign it tells us something because signs 

point to things. The sign that Jesus gave a Cana was that 

in Jesus God was going to transform the water of our lives 

into the wine of gladness. That the waiting time was over, 

and that Jesus was going to bring about a new creation 

born out of the abundant love of God as a gift. God was 

going to take the things of this world and transform them. 

The resurrection being the last sign. But here we have the 

first sign, a taste of things to come. The mystery of the 

transformation of water into wine is pregnant with meaning. 

It gives us at the beginning of the story a vision of a 

wedding feast as a picture of heaven when the Church is 

wedded to its Christ fully. In the holy eucharist we taste our 

future and receive the sign that we are called into the future 

God has prepared for us. A feast with our family and 

friends, where death is no more, and the gift of a joyful life 

prevails forever. Amen 


