
THE BURGHILL BENEFICE 
 

8th Sunday After Trinity 

SERVICES

THE COLLECT 

Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: when we 

prosper save us from pride, when we are needy 

save us from despair, that we may trust in you 

alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

READINGS: Luke 12.32-40 . Page 859- 

Tomorrow’s Services 

7TH 8TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion 

9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg All Age Worship 

10.00am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton  All Age Worship 

11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill All Age Worship 

“Be dressed for action 

and have your lamps 

lit; be like those who are 

waiting for their master to 

return from the wedding 

banquet, so that they 

may open the door for 

him as soon as he comes 

and knocks. Blessed are 

those slaves whom the 

master finds alert when 

he comes” 

11TH THURSDAY   

9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Celtic Worship 
      

14TH THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

10.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Joint Benefice Eucharist 

5.00pm St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Compline & Conversation 



The Reading 
“Luke 12.32-40” 

 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and 

give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
 ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like 
those who are waiting for their master to return from the 
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as 
soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves 

whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 
 ‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his 

house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

 

 

Homily 
In 1986 I experienced my first foreign holiday. My father 

worked in Miami for a man who was an owner of two 

skyscrapers. He was the neighbour to the Bush family in 

Washington DC and had made fortune in mining.  In this year 

we had the chance to go and see dad and stay in Miami with 

him. Six weeks in the sun and a few trips to Disney world. We 

hadn’t been abroad before and so we were summarily taken to 

Burton’s in Hereford to get decked out to meet dad at the 

airport. Trousers, jumpers, the works. We arrived at the 

airport in our finery. The doors opened to this new and 

exotic world and the heat hit us like an oven! Dad was later 

(typical), and we had to stand there sweltering for dad to 

see us. In one sense we were prepared to meet dad, but in 

another really not! 

 What will heaven be like? Will we find ourselves 

uncomfortable in the light of God’s presence? What state 

will he find us in? The opening line of this passage brings 

great comfort to us in this regard: “‘Do not be afraid, little 

flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom”. When dad arrived, what we looked like wasn’t 

what he was pleased about, but rather, us just being there. 

I think it is the same with our heavenly father.  

 Yet, we would not have been there if we hadn’t of been 

motivated. In the same way, Jesus warns us that we must 

live ready. To be expectant of His arrival, even if he seems 

a little late by our timing. He tells us that our waiting is a 

way of life rather than a single event because when the 

Son of Man comes (Jesus), we must be expecting Him in 

the unexpected hour. As you know, my father died 

suddenly and at an unexpected hour. And so it is with us, 

we do not know the day or hour of our arrival in heaven. 

Yet, we must be at least expecting it in good faith. When 

we get there, I’m sure we will be slightly inappropriately 

prepared for the reality of heaven, yet we must always 

remember that it is God’s great pleasure to greet us into 

His kingdom. Nevertheless, we must live expectant lives of 

encounter. Let us stay awake to the constant calling of the 

Lord which ends in our arrival. Maranatha! 


